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“CLIMATE CHANGE IS ONE OF THE 
PARAMOUNT CHALLENGES FOR 
OUR GENERATION AND 
GENERATIONS TO COME.” 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/priorities/climate-change.a
spx

• Health
• Safety
• Economy
• Environm

ent



Impact of declining snow on summer water supply 
Photo: Seattle Public Utilities (2015)

Impacts on forest health; 
Photo: The New York Times

Lower and warmer summer streamflows; increased stress on 
salmon

Photo: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife

More extreme precipitation events, summer heat events
Image: KOMO News

Sea level rise and higher coastal storm surge: 
Photo: David Rosen/West Seattle Herald

Projected Change in Average Temperature, 
Puget Sound Region 
(relative to 1950-1999 average)

Ocean acidification; Photo: Seattle Times/NOAA

Higher winter streamflows and potential for flooding
Photo: King County



(SOME) IMPLICATIONS FOR 
COMMUNITIES

Impacts on fisheries and aquaculture

Increased flood risk More challenges for urban drainage Increased risk of landslides

Impacts on water qualityIncreased competition for summer water Impacts on local food production

Impacts on summer air quality, public health

Increased wild fire risk to homes, 
businesses

Increased potential for toxics 
mobilization

Increased risk to infrastructureIncreased coastal flooding



EQUITY & SOCIAL JUSTICE 
STRATEGIC PLAN

STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION 
PLAN (SCAP) 

CLIMATE ENGAGEMENT & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS



CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS:
WHAT DO RACE AND PLACE 
HAVE TO DO WITH IT?



A New World map of Seattle's "Ghetto," 1948. 
From: http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/covenants_report.htm 



Figure source: City of Seattle Environment and Equity Initiative 
Agenda



Figure source: City of Seattle Environment and Equity Initiative 
Agenda



Figure source: City of Seattle Environment and Equity Initiative 
Agenda
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A KING COUNTY CLIMATE 
SCREENING TOOL



OVERVIEW
Goals:  Advance climate resilience and 
equity goals by 1) making it easier for 
decision makers to factor climate impacts 
and equity considerations into decisions, 
and 2) enhancing the capacity of 
communities to understand and 
communicate climate impacts relevant to 
their interests.  

How? By providing an integrated, spatial 
assessment of: 

1) how and where climate change affects 
the County, and 

2) who and what is affected by those 
impacts

Potential users: 

▪ King County departments, 

▪ cities, 

▪ Community Based 
Organizations 

▪ Tribes, 

▪ “Friends of” groups, 

▪ neighborhood associations, 

▪ Port Authority, 

▪ WRIAs, 

▪ health boards, etc.



OVERVIEW CONT’D

The project will provide users with access to: 

▪ GIS layers of projected climate change impacts and factors that 
influence vulnerability, downloadable for use in your own mapping 
programs; and 

▪ An interactive screening tool that provides an integrated assessment of 
potential vulnerability to different climate impacts.

The project will incorporate county-owned and public data sets [currently 
being identified]



From initial prototype:



METRO ZERO 
EMISSION BUS 
EQUITY ANALYSIS

• Combined air quality, health, and 

other demographic risk factors to 

determine communities most 

vulnerable to air pollution

• Bus routes highest priority for 
zero-emission

• Deploying at South Base greatest 
equity benefit – 62% routes serve 

most vulnerable communities

• Analysis reviewed and informed by a 
community stakeholder panel



From initial prototype:



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Do you use spatial information now to accomplish your 

goals? 

•   If so, how do you use it? Where do you go for that 
information?

•   If not, why not? 

2. What are the climate-related issues your organization is 
concerned with, and what information or data would help 
you better understand and communicate those 
concerns? 



JAMIE STROBLE 
Climate Engagement & Community 
Partnerships Specialist
jamie.stroble@kingcounty.gov
206.477.5701

LARA WHITELY BINDER
Climate Preparedness Specialist
lwbinder@kingcounty.gov
206.263.0825



Extra slides



2015 SCAP Basics

➢ Goal Area 1: Transportation & Land Use
➢ Goal Area 2: Buildings & Facilities Energy
➢ Goal Area 3: Green Building
➢ Goal Area 4: Consumption & Materials 

Management
➢ Goal Area 5: Forests and Agriculture



2015 SCAP Basics



Equitable outcomes for all, especially our frontline communities; 
Communities feel invested & included in climate action

Capacity & 
Trust Building

Equity & 
Inclusion

Visibility & 
Accessibility

The burdens and benefits of 
climate change will affect 
residents, communities, and 
businesses in different ways; 
equity and social justice are 
intrinsically linked to climate 
change, and climate solutions 
must reflect the needs and 
feedback from our 
constituents.




